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Gorgeous Georgian for Nokia Pure
Spoken Georgian is the first language of approximately 4 million Georgians and
another 500,000 people outside Georgia. It is a language that is written in a script
system that has an interesting history, with the modern alphabet coming into use
around the 13th Century. The script is also used by a number of smaller, related
languages in the same region. Although this script isn’t used by the vast numbers
that read and write Arabic or Devanagari, it was a script that had to be included in
the Nokia Pure family. In order to continue Nokia’s aim of being able to speak to
as many people as possible in their own writing system and language, the scripts
used by relatively small groups of people must be included in the project.
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When we came to start work on the Georgian design for Nokia Pure we quickly
ran across several problems. The first of these is a problem that we have
encountered with several non-Latin scripts; there is very little tradition of
typography in Georgia, and researching printed Georgian was difficult. That made
it even more important that we find a native expert to help us, but out of all of the
scripts that we have worked on so far, this was the most difficult to find a native
expert who could help us with our design. After some more research we were
surprised to discover that a Georgian ex-Prime Minister, Besarion Gugushvili, was
an expert in typography, so we enlisted his help.
The Georgian alphabet differs considerably from the Latin alphabet. Latin
typefaces have an x-height, which is, as the name suggests, the area in a
typeface that is the height of a lowercase x. This is the area in which most of the
visual information is concentrated, and that makes the letters readable. In Nokia
Pure we have purposefully enlarged the x-height to aid readability. In Georgian
there is no equivalent of an x-height; it is the middle portion of the letter that has
most of the visual information. We had to create entirely different proportions to
deal with this script, but maintain the look and feel of the Latin font.

We designed several versions of each letter. We then tested these to see which
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was most legible, and whether we felt they were true to the design of Nokia Pure.
Although we wanted the font to be as Pure as possible, we also wanted to use the
forms that Georgian readers were most comfortable with. In several cases we
stepped back from what we would have considered to be the simplest form and
went with something that was more what our readers were used to. As with all of
the Nokia Pure scripts, we don’t want this font to simply look good, it has to be
functional too.
Modern Georgian has not used capital letters, but these are now becoming more
common. They are mostly used on signs and are simply realigned versions of the
lowercase letters. As these are part of Georgian culture, they are included in the
Nokia Pure Georgian design. We’re now confident that we’ve designed something
that will not only be a great extension of Nokia’s brand, but will also be something
that Georgians will love to read with.
Posted by Thalia Teasdale at 11:42
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